concert musitc

Liber Animalium
for Orchestra

peter gilbert



Liber Animalium (2023)
for Orchestra

Flute(s)
Oboe(s)

Bb Clarinet(s)
Bassoon(s)
Horn(s)
Trumpet(s)
Trombone(s)
Tuba

Percussion (Timpani, Bass Drum, Vibraphone, Tam-tam, Large Cymbal, Mark Tree, Wood Block, Temple Blocks, Large Cabaca or Shekere)

Strings

ThePoems:

I. The Eagle
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

He clasps the crag with crooked hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ring’d with the azure world, he stands.

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.

II. A Jelly-Fish
by Marianne Moore

Visible, invisible,
A fluctuating charm,
An amber-colored amethyst
Inhabits it; your arm
Approaches, and
It opens and
It closes;

You have meant
To catchit,
And it shrivels;
You abandon
Your intent—
Itopens, and it
Closes and you
Reach for it—
The blue
Surrounding it
Grows cloudy, and
It floats away
From you

Performance Note:

II. The Termites (after Ogden Nash)

A group of termites found a place
All made of wood, and liked the taste.
And this is how your Auntie’s bed
Fell through the ceiling overhead

IV. She staked her Feathers
By Emily Dickinson

She staked her Feathers = Gained an Arc —
Debated — Rose again —
This time —beyond the estimate
OfEnvy, or of Men —

These movements may be done with or without narration of the poems and can be performed in score order or in any desired
constellations in any order. If done without narration one can leave out the first two measures of “The Eagle.”

ProgramNote:
Liber Animalium (The Book of Animals) is work that explores different notational strategies for a developing orchestra. The works
mostly come line for line from famous animal poems, animating them in sound.

Alfred Lord Tennyson’s eagle soars over majestic scenery,
Marianne Moore's jelly-fish floats in luminous beauty,
Lewis Carroll’s crocodile grins menacingly,

Ogden Nash’s termites cause lots of trouble,
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The Eagle

text by Alfred Lord Tennyson

Transposed Score
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He clasps the crag with crooked hands;

Close to the sun in lonely lands,
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Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.
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Liber Animalium

The Eagle
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Liber Animalium

The Eagle
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Liber Animalium
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Liber Animalium

The Eagle
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Liber Animalium

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
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The Eagle
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Liber Animalium
The Eagle

¢

59
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A Jelly-Fish P Gier

text by Marianne Moore

Transposed Score

Floating and luminescent
(proceeding in your own tempo but changing together each measure, typically about 4-6 seconds per bar)
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Liber Animalium

A Jelly-Fish
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Liber Animalium

A Jelly-Fish

"And it shrivels;"

"You have meant to catch it"

"and it closes;"

"and it opens"”
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Liber Animalium

A Jelly-Fish

"and it closes" “and you reach for it—"

"It opens, "

1 1 "You abandon your intent—"
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Liber Animalium

A Jelly-Fish

"and It Floats away from you"

"Grows cloudy,"

1 5 "The blue surrounding it"
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The Termites

Flutes

Oboes

Clarinets

Bassoons

Horns

Trumpets

Trombones
and Tuba

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Peter Gilbert
text in the style of Ogden Nash
Bltlng (J:144) "A group of termites found a place"” “all made of wood" “and liked the taste."
tongue slap: make a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air into the instrument
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tongue slap: make [a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air jnto the instrument
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tongue slap: make|a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air {nto the instrument
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mf’ v
tongue slap: make a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air into the instrumgnt
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tongue slap: make a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air.into the instrument
Dg - - g-;ly\ rl.-'v'fg‘f."ugvh'|[7
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tongue slap: make p short unpitched noise with the tongue and a little bit of air into the instrument
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mf
tonguie slap: make a short unpitched noise with the tongue and a ljttle bit of air into the instrument
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Wood Block
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Temple Blocks Bass Drum
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crini battuto: strike with the hair of the bow.
(use full left-hand palm sliding up and down on all four strings)
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crini battuto: strike with the hair of the bow.
(use full lgft-hand palm sliding up and down on all four strings)
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crini battutg: strike with the hair of the bov.
(use full lgft-hand palm sliding up and dgwn on all four strings)
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mf
crini battutg: strike with the hair of the bow.
(use full left-hand palm sliding up and down on all four strings)
4 mf’ V
mf
crini battutp: strike with the hair of the bow.
(use full left-hand palm sliding up and dpwn on all four strings)
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Liber Animalium
The Termites

"And this is how..." 1 2 "A group of termites found a place" "all made of wood"

tongue slap
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dampen strings: place left-hand palm over all four strings
overpressure: make a very scratchy sound by pulling the bow crini battuto
e too slowly with enough pressure to make a creaking sound. e,
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dampen strings: place left-hand palm over all four strings
overpressure: make a very scratchy sound by pulling the bow crini battuto
e e tooslowly with enough pressure to make a creaking sound. . .
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dampen strings: place left-hand palm over all four strings
overpressure: make a very scratchy sound by pulling the bow crini battuto
L. too slowly with enough pressure to make a creaking sound. . .
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d strings: place left-hand pal all four strings .
ampen strings: place left-hand palm over all four strings crini battuto

overpressure: make a very scratchy sound by pulling the bow ..
. too slowly with enough pressure to make a creaking sound. : " .
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dampen strings: place left-hand palm over all four strings

overpressure: make a very scratchy sound by pulling the bow
. too slowly with enough pressure to make a creaking sound. T
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"and liked the taste.”
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Liber Animalium
The Termites

"And this is how your grandma's bed..."
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tongue slap

"A group of termites found a place”
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Liber Animalium

The Termites
“all made of wood" "and liked the taste.” 9,7 | "And this is how your grandma's bed..." "fell through the ceiling overhead!"
24 ) Make crazy noise(s)!!
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She Staked Her Feathers

text by Emily Dickinson

Flutes

Oboes

Clarinets

Bassoons

Horn

Trumpets

Trombones
and Tuba

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Peter Gilbert
Determined (.-100)
"She staked her Feathers—" "Gained an arc—" "Debated—" "Rose again—"
_ blowing air
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blowing air
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Determined ¢-o0)
"She staked her feathers—" "Gained an arc—" "Debated—" "Rose again—"
harmonic gliss. (freely in time)
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harmonic gliss. (frgely in time)
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harmonic gliss. (freely in time)
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Liber Animalium
She Staked Her Feathers

"or of Men"

16

"OFf Envy,"

"This time—beyond the estimate"
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Liber Animalium
She Staked Her Feathers
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